INDUCTION SERVICE FOR
Reverend DOUGLAS T. CARTY
AT BERRIGAN ON 26th JANUARY 1979

The Parish had been without a Minister.

Presbytery Secretary: Reverend C.R.J. Maish
Preacher: Reverend Victor J. Smart

Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5;9-11
John 1:6-8; 19-28
1 Thessalonians 5:12-24

INTRODUCTION

“There was a man sent from God whose name was John”.

These words are very old and picturesque. They were written somewhere about the year A.D.90.
Some 60 years or so after the actual event of John the Baptiste’s preaching in the upper Jordan
regions.

As old and as picturesque as these words may be, they have a very modern application — still in
their original expression...To paraphrase these words in their modern sense, I want to read them like
this:-
Now, are you listening?
are you listening carefully?
“There is a man sent from God whose name is Douglas Carty”

I would hope — that these words will remain in your consciousness every moment of every day over
the next five years. Don’t think I am juggling the Scriptures and taking liberties that exceed
Christian ethics.— I am speaking the truth. And for you to appreciate this truth, we need to go back
and see the significance of those words in their original context. They happened at a time when the
world was experiencing the absence of God.

(1) THE ABSENCE OF GOD AND THE HERALD OF HOPE:

Long before the time of Jesus, and before John the Baptiste came, the voice of prophecy had ceased
to appear in Israel. That is to say — with the last of the prophets, the authentic voice of God had died
out. And there was a GREAT SILENCE for a period of 400 years.

To use the words of the people: “There was no voice or any that answered”— The absence of God’s
presence was felt in that age; though, mind you, the Jews fully expected a revival — in their shared
belief in the coming of a mighty warrior-Messiah of David’s line. But when would He come? How
would they recognise His coming?

Malachi the Prophet had said:- “Behold I send My Messenger before thy face, who shall prepare
Thy way” (Malachi 3:1). Not very explicit yet very definite in meaning.

It is Isaiah who gives the clearer message, when he speaks of “the voice of one crying in the
wilderness — make ready the way of the Lord — clear Him a path” This ‘Voice in the wilderness’ is
an image which was picked up by John the Baptist.
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The evangelists describe this ‘Voice’ — the voice of John — standing on the River Jordan banks, with
a crowd of people intently listening to him announcing someone who is all important — far more
important than he — whose baptism will be no mere rite of repentance — it will immerse a person in
the life of God Himself — thanks to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

So you see, with the words of Isaiah the prophet — and John the Baptist, the proclamation of God’s
coming in this age of darkness — or in any age for that matter, becomes rather concrete doesn’t it.

Now why does this ‘voice’ CRY OUT? Because not only is God’s absence coming to an end — it is
coming to an end SOON - the signs are given — the voice — the wilderness — the Messenger before
Him.

And behold — Christ comes — the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. And the
Kingdom of God begins to take effect in the hearts and lives of men and women and boys and girls.
Do you get that message of hope?

Ha! but His own people didn’t recognize Him — they didn’t even receive Him — they crucified Him
— but even that did not stop Him. He rose from the dead! BUT He’s gone away — there is an absence
of God in the world. His voice — His mercy — His kindness.... “I don’t believe it!” you say.

Oh! Let’s be honest — real honest. How many of us — when things go wrong — when we’ re lonely —
when something is eating us away — right here — when there is no one to turn to — how many of us
don’t cry out “Where are You — God?” — “Why don’t You answer me?” — “Help me!” — “Come to
me” — “I can’t stand it any longer!” — “I can’t stand being cut off!”

It would seem there is an absence of God in the world. And in this absence — the words of the
evangelist come to us:- “There was a man sent from God whose name was John” Ah! now we are
getting a little nearer the truth that I said at the beginning — we discover it in:

(2) THE ABSENCE OF GOD & THE WITNESS HE HAS SENT:

If you take note of that first chapter of St. John’s Gospel, you will notice a number of times he uses
the word “was”. But in the Greek, they have different meanings. The Greek language is very
colourful.

This is how John starts his Gospel:- “In the beginning was the Word — and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God”. The Greek word used here is the tiny word nv which means WAS
ALREADY. That is, Jesus was already in the beginning.

But John goes on to say:- “Without Him was not anything made that was made...”. The Greek word
for was now changes to egeneto, which means something that came into existence. This is the same
word used in the 6th verse of John’s Gospel...

“There WAS a man sent by God...”

Egeneto is an aorist verb denoting that something HAS occurred — in the past — but there are NO
limitations as to its continuance...So this colourful Greek word which also has so many meanings is
interpreted here — as — “CAME” — “There “CAME” a man sent by God” (NIV)...BUT this type of
man is continually coming — continually being sent by God — GOD IS continually saying to this
person — or that person:- “I send you here” — “I send you there”.
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So we have NOW - here, this evening — an important truth in both the ancient and modern sense:-
“There comes to us, a man, sent by God, whose name is Douglas Carty”.

The only thing that has changed between the ancient and the modern, is the name — the preaching
place — the dress — and the style of preaching Everything else remains the same — the purpose of
God.

If such is the case, then to discover Douglas Carty’s purpose in being here tonight — we need to
discover the purpose of John the Baptist — who is the forerunner of every Minister of the Word.

(3) THE PURPOSE OF JOHN:

John was sent from God — his mission was of Divine origin...Like John, every minister who is
called, is conscious of the meaningful words of Jesus; “You have not chosen Me — I have chosen
you.” John then, recognises the GREATNESS of Jesus, and to this he bears witness. Consequently
he is called to speak out — with authority — directly — to the situation of his own time — and to the
conscience of his hearers.

Oh, don’t take it out — on this man — Douglas Carty when he proclaims faithfully — the Word of God
— when your heart is stirred and you feel hurt — and the absence of God...Take heed for he has been
sent to bear witness to the Truth — the only thing that will set you free...

He has come to introduce you to ONE who is greater than he — whose baptism will immerse you in
the life of God — and I am not referring to the speaking of tongues — but the life and power that
sustains you in body mind and spirit in every area of your life and affairs — every day — and every
moment...

He has come to announce that the absence of God for you, is coming to an end — the Kingdom of
God is in our midst...There comes to us a man sent from God — YET the responsibility does not rest
entirely on Douglas Carty or any other member of the Clergy...You need to put our name there too!
It also includes YOU! The Church is called to bear witness to the truth — the presence of God in the
world. Do not leave all the responsibility to Douglas Carty...alone.

Catch the vision of a “Team Ministry’ — Team up with your Pastor who is your leader and friend —
and go forth into the world to bear witness to the TRUTH that sets you free. Comfort My people, is
the Lords command — show them the hand of mercy — be loving — be friendly...that is the way to
make the presence of God — REAL.

CONCLUSION

Let there come alive in this Parish — men and women — called of God — you can’t go wrong — for
you are a people who have been sent to bear witness to Jesus Christ — SAVIOUR.
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